
LAGOS: Nigeria's president is expressing sadness over a
"gruesome vehicle accident" in which 21 people, most of
them young school children, were killed.
The accident occurred Wednesday in Awgu, Enugu state,
when a truck lost control and hit a school bus conveying

61 children. A teacher also was among the dead.
President Muhammadu Buhari asked vehicle owners to
ensure roadworthiness, "as initial reports attributed the
accident to brake failure by the truck involved." 

—AGENCIES
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Calls President’s rallies ‘super-spreader events’
LALIT K JHA / Washington

The election rallies of  Donald
Trump are "super-spreader
events", Democratic presiden-
tial nominee Joe Biden has al-
leged and questioned the US
president's efforts in address-
ing the challenges posed by the
coronavirus pandemic.

The raging coronavirus out-
break has become a key issue
in the November 3 presidential
election between 74-year-old
Trump, a Republican, and 77-
year-old Biden, a former US

vice president. The US
has so far recorded

8,945,891
COVID-19 cas-

es and
228,668
deaths --
both the
numbers
highest
in the
world.

"Don-
ald

Trump
just had a

super-
spreader

event here

again. They are spending more
than just coronavirus; he is
spreading division and dis-
cord," Biden, 77, said at a drive-
in election rally in Tampa,
hours after the president and
First Lady Melania Trump ad-
dressed a huge crowd in the
city in Florida, a battleground
state.

Thousands of  people, many
of  them without masks, crowd-
ed together at an outdoor event
in Tampa on Thursday to hear
Trump at the rally.

"Donald Trump has given up
(fight against coronavirus),"
Biden alleged. "Over the week-
end, the White House Chief  of
Staff  said, and I am quoting,
'we are not going to control the
pandemic'. It's obvious he's
not," he said, referring to a re-
cent interview of  White House
chief  of  staff  Mark Meadows.

Meadows, in an interview to
CNN's "State of  the Union", on
Sunday said, "We are not going
to control the pandemic," argu-
ing that "proper mitigation fac-
tors" like therapies and vac-
cines should be the priority.

Meadows said control of the
virus was not a realistic goal
because "it is a contagious

virus just like the flu".
Biden alleged that the Trump

administration has waived the
white flag of  defeat against the
deadly virus.

"At the (presidential) debate
last week with Trump, he said
we are rounding the corner, it's
going away, we are ready to live
with it...He's asking us to learn
to die with it; that's what is hap-
pening. Donald Trump has
waved the white flag, aban-
doned our families and surren-
dered to this virus," Biden said.

However, Americans will
never give in to the virus, he
said, asserting that if  voted to
power, he will put in plan a
place to deal with this pandem-
ic responsibly, bringing the
country together on testing,
tracing, masking and meeting
doctors.

Referring to Dr Anthony Fau-
ci, the government's top infec-
tious disease specialist, Biden
underlined that the health ex-
pert has said that "if  we just
wore a mask between now and
the end of  the year, we would
save 100,000 lives". "But still,
Donald Trump refuses to listen
to science." "We shouldn't be
politicising the race for a vac-

cine; we should be planning for
its safe use and free and equi-
table distribution, providing
PPE for national standards for
schools, businesses to open
safely," Biden said.

The former US vice president
alleged that President Trump
has squandered the "strong
economy" which he had inher-
ited from the Obama-Biden ad-
ministration.

Biden said if  elected, he will
build back the US better with
an economy that rewards work
and not wealth.

"We can do it without raising
taxes by a single solitary pen-
ny on working-class or middle-
class families, and I guarantee
you...no one making less than
USD 400,000 will pay a single
penny more in taxes, not a pen-
ny," he said.

Biden said his administra-
tion will also strengthen Oba-
macare. "We are going to pro-
tect social security and
medicare, which they have
been trying to cut for years," he
said before wrapping up his
speech at the Florida State
Fairgrounds after a brief
shower turned into a torren-
tial downpour.

“Donald
Trump has given
up (fight against

coronavirus),” Biden
alleged. "Over the weekend,

the White House Chief of
Staff said, and I am quoting,

‘we are not going to
control the pandemic’.

It's obvious he's
not," he said

France attack: All eyes on new suspect
AGENCIES / Nice

A new suspect is in custody
Friday in the investigation
into a gruesome attack by a
Tunisian man who killed
three people in a French
church, as France height-
ened its security alert amid
religious and geopolitical
tensions around cartoons of
the Prophet Muhammad.

The suspect is a 47-year-old
man believed to have been in
contact with the attacker the
night before the attack on
the Notre Dame Basilica in
the Riviera city of  Nice, ac-
cording to a judicial official.
The official was not author-
ized to be publicly named.

The attacker, Ibrahim Is-
saoui, was seriously wound-
ed by police and hospitalized
in life-threatening condition,
authorities said. 

Anti-terrorism prosecu-
tors in France and Tunisia
are investigating.

In an interview broadcast
Friday with Saudi-owned Al-
Arabiya TV, Issaoui's mother
said she was shocked by the
events.

From the Tunisian
province of  Sfax, the moth-
er, her eyes wet with tears,
said she was surprised to
hear her son was in France
when he called upon his ar-
rival and had no idea what

he was planning.
"You don't know the

French language, you don't
know anyone there, you're
going to live alone there,
why, why did you go there?"
she said she told him over
the phone at the time.

His brother told Al-Ara-
biya that Issaoui had in-
formed the family he would
sleep in front of  the church,

and sent them a photograph
showing him at the cathe-
dral where the attack took
place.

"He didn't tell me any-
thing," he said. A neighbor
said he knew the assailant
when he was a mechanic
and held various other odd
jobs, and had shown no signs
of  radicalisation.

France's anti-terrorism
prosecutor said the suspect
is a Tunisian born in 1999
who reached the Italian is-
land of  Lampedusa, a key
landing point for migrants
crossing in boats from North
Africa, on Sept. 20 and trav-
eled to Bari, a port city in
southern Italy, on Oct 9. It is
not clear when he arrived in
Nice.

The attack was the third in
less than two months that
French authorities have at-
tributed to Muslim extrem-
ists, including the beheading
of  a teacher.

Mother of Nice assailant
Brahim Aouissaoui, who killed

three people and wounded
several in the French city of

Nice, cries at her home.

Kiwis vote yes 
for euthanasia

NICK PERRY / Wellington

New Zealanders have voted
in favour of  legalising eu-
thanasia in a binding refer-
endum. But in preliminary
results they were rejecting
a measure to legalize mari-
juana. With about 83% of
votes counted, New Zealan-
ders emphatically en-
dorsed the euthanasia
measure with 65% voting
in favour and 34% voting
against.

The "no" vote on marijua-
na was much closer, with

53% voting against legalis-
ing it and 46% voting in
favour. That left open a
slight chance the measure
could still pass once all spe-
cial votes were counted
next week, although it
would require a huge
swing. In past elections,
special votes - which in-
clude those cast by over-
seas voters - have tended to
be more liberal than gener-
al votes, giving proponents
of  marijuana legalization
some hope the measure
could still pass.

TAIWAN MILITARY WEDDING:
For first time, gay 

couples tie the knot
AGENCIES

Taoyuan

Two lesbian couples tied the
knot in a mass wedding held
by Taiwan's military on Fri-
day in a historic celebration
with their peers.

Taiwan is the only place in
Asia to have legalised same-
sex marriage, with more
than 4,000 such couples mar-
rying since the legislation
passed in May 2019. 

The mass wedding with 188
couples was the first time
same-sex couples have been
wed and celebrated at a mili-
tary ceremony.

Both couples viewed their
ceremonies with a sense of
responsibility towards rep-
resenting the LGBT com-

munity. "We are hoping that
more LGBT people in the
military can bravely stand
up, because our military is
very open-minded. In mat-
ters of  love, everyone will
be treated equally," said
Chen Ying-hsuan, 27, an
army lieutenant who mar-
ried Li Li-chen, 26.

Chen wore a rainbow
wristband and said she has
always been open about her
sexual orientation while
serving.

The ceremony at an army
base in the northern city of
Taoyuan was brief. 

The couples took part in a
parade and then exchanged
rings in front of  an audience
of  family members and their
senior officers.


